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In the halls of Old Mill High

Our spirits soar with greatful pride. 

Our hope and dreams will never die

Here at Old Mill High. 

The heroes, they may come and go

Time may change the world we know

But a guiding light will always glow

Here at Old Mill High. 

Destiny is ours to share

And time is on our side. 

Old Mill is our guide. 

Let our hearts recall the phrase

Peace is mighty every day. 

Our loyalty will always stay

Here at Old Mill High

Here’s to the red, white and blue

We owe so very much to you. 

Our hopes and dreams are coming true

Here at Old Mill High.

Words and Music by Chuck Gary (’85) and 
Tim Lander
CALENDAR OF SENIOR EVENTS

	MAY
	            EVENT

	4th – 16th
	IB Testing

	4th  – 15th
	AP Testing

	11th
	Senior  Awards  Breakfast (by invitation) 7:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

	16th -20th
	HSA Testing

	
	SIGN UP FOR EXTRA GRADUATION TICKETS

If you need extra graduation tickets, please see Ms. Austin in lower Admin office to sign up.  Tickets will be given out First Come First Serve basis. The extra tickets will be given at the same time you receive your 6 tickets (last day of Graduation Practice).  All obligations to include books and dues must be paid in order to request extra tickets.



	
	

	31st
	Book/Materials on Loan from the Media Center are due!

	25th 
	Girls receive cap and gowns

	27th 
	Boys receive cap and gowns

	24 – 27th
	Senior Exams  5/24 – 3A & 4A             5/26 – 1A & 2A

                          5/25 – 3B & 4B             5/27 – 1B & 2B

	27th
	Last Day for Seniors

	JUNE
	                      EVENT

	1st & 2nd
	Required Graduation Rehearsal in the gym.  **** 
 8 a.m. – ##

	4th
	Graduation  is at 9:30 a.m., @ Equestrian Center – PG County) 
STUDENTS REPORT @ 8:30 a.m. 

	
	


****Seniors Who Plan to Participate in the Graduation Ceremony must attend all Rehearsals.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  Six tickets per student will be distributed at the second rehearsal.  Additional tickets may be requested for in the Lower Administrative Office.  Available additional tickets will be distributed on June 2, 2011 to seniors only.
	ALL DATES FROM MAY 4th to JUNE 4th
ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!!! 


EXCESSIVE ABSENCES AND ATTENDANCE REVIEW POLICY

The Board of Education adopted an attendance policy during the 1991 - 1992 academic years that supports the Maryland School Performance Initiative.  "Regardless of the cause of absence, a student who is absent SIX (6) or more days a semester is excessively absent" Students in this category MAY NOT meet the requirements for earning credit. 

At Old Mill High School we have established a set of procedures to review causes of absences and the granting of credit for students with SIX (6) or more days of absence in any class at the conclusion of each semester. 

An Attendance Review Committee, composed of the principal, counselors, school nurse and administrators, reviews all cases of students who are excessively absent.  The committee reviews attendance on a class-by-class basis.  The committee utilizes the following criteria in making its determination: 

A. Number of days absent 

B. Reasons of absences 

C. Patterns of absences 

D. Documented circumstances 

E. Teacher recommendations and comments 

F. Counselor recommendations 

G. Administrator recommendations 

H. Input from nurse regarding medical conditions 

As an incentive to promote better attendance patterns, students who lose credit as a result of excessive absenteeism have an opportunity to recoup lost credit. 

Should the absence pattern during the following semester accumulate to less than six absences, and should there be no more than four excused or unexcused late arrivals to school, the Attendance Review committee will reexamine the student's situation and record and will award credit retroactively for passed courses from the previous semester.  This incentive is a one-time opportunity for students during their high school years at Old Mill High School. 

We are hopeful that students who may have been denied credit will avail themselves of this opportunity to be rewarded for improvement. The importance of this situation is that the attendance policy is in effect each semester and that in order to earn credit for a class; students must do two things during any semester: 


1.  
Satisfactorily complete all assigned work 


2. 
Be in attendance at least 95% of the time 

Be aware that seniors can have credit withheld due to excessive absences.  This could result in not graduating!

Graduating Students Involvement

With Alcohol, Other Drugs, and Disruptive Behavior

Penalty for Violation of the Board of Education Policy Number 908:
1. Graduating students who violate Board policies on possession, consumption, or distribution of alcoholic beverages, controlled dangerous substances, counterfeit controlled dangerous substances, non-controlled substances as defined by Article 27, Section 286B of the Annotated Code of Maryland, or other intoxicants at any time during the last four weeks of school prior to the last scheduled day for graduating students, or during the time between the last scheduled day and the graduation ceremony, whether the activity takes place on school buses, within a school building or upon any school property, or during any school, school related, or Board sponsored activity, whether held on school property or at locations off school property, including private clubs, businesses, or commercial establishments, shall be prohibited from participation in all senior activities, including proms, award ceremonies and graduation ceremonies. 

2. Diplomas earned by students denied participating in graduation ceremonies will be available upon request in the office of the appropriate school principal on the first workday following graduation ceremonies. 
3. Because the last scheduled day for graduating students this year is May 27, 2011, the effective date under the "last four weeks" provision is April 29, 2011. 
4. April 29, 2011 is the last day a graduating senior can be enrolled in the Alternatives to Drugs Program, Responsible Actions Program and Anti-Tobacco Use Program 

NOTE: Pursuant to Board of Education policy any graduating student involved in disruptive behavior, including any senior prank, will be subject to disciplinary sanctions and will jeopardize the privilege of participating in senior and end of the year activities including proms, award ceremonies and graduation ceremonies.  

Senior Exams-May 2011

1. 
Senior exams will be given according to the following schedule: 

Friday
 Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 



May 20, 2011 May 24, 2011 

May 25, 2011 

May 26, 2011
May 27, 2011 



CAT-North Final Exams 

Senior Finals in Periods 3B & 4B Senior Finals in Periods 3A & 4A Senior Finals in Periods 1B & 2B
Senior Finals in Periods 1A & 2A 

Note: No senior will report to CAT-North after Friday, May 20, 2011. 

2. Make-Up Exams - anyone who misses an exam because of illness will take the exam on the school day immediately following the day of illness. All exams must be made up prior to the end of the day, Wednesday, June 1, 2011.  No seniors will be allowed to participate in graduation exercises unless all academic and other requirements are met 

3. ALL SENIORS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND ALL SCHEDULED CLASSES ON EACH OF THE EXAM DAYS AND TO TAKE ALL EXAMS AS SCHEDULED ABOVE.  Seniors who are taking AP Exams or IB Exams are not required to take their final exams in that subject.  This is an option for them. 

4. Textbooks will be collected on the day of each exam.  This is a student responsibility.  You must be sure to get a receipt for each textbook.  No excuses will be accepted for the ones that disappear or are misplaced after being left in rooms or on teachers' desks.  Texts must be turned in by the student to whom they were loaned in the classroom, and it is the student's responsibility to get a receipt for each text turned in. 
5. STUDENTS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN GRADUATION EXERCISES IF ALL OUTSTANDING DEBTS TO THE SCHOOL ARE NOT CLEARED. 


6. 
Senior exams are: 

Cumulative tests for the semester counted as 20% of the semester grade with each marking period counting 40% final exams are written tests, which may or may not include essays 

Status of High School
 Assessments

In addition to Senior Exams and the final days of classes, seniors who are currently enrolled in a high school assessment course must take the High School Assessments.  Regular classes from Monday, May 18 – Thursday, May 21, 2011 will begin at 10:30 a.m., after a 3 hour and 15 minute delayed opening for High School Assessment testing, except for Friday, May 22, 2011.  All High School Assessments will be administered between 7: 17 a.m., and 10:25 a.m., No senior will receive his/her diploma or participate in commencement exercises if he/she fails to take a required High School Assessment linked to one of the assessed courses - English 10, Biology, U.S. Government or Algebra I.  Likewise, if a Bridge Project(s) is substituting for a H.S.A. it must be completed and approved. 

Please note: Friday, May 22, 2011 is a normal day of school (7:17 a.m. to 2:05 p.m.) 

High School Schedule for HSA’s (4 Lunches)

May, 2011
HSA Testing begins at 7:17 a.m. and runs through 10:17 a.m.

Students not taking HSA arrive by 10:17 a.m.
	Exam
	Day/Schedule
	CAT Centers

	HSA

English
	Monday, May 16        A Day


1A
10:30

A lunch

10:30

10:58

B lunch

11:03

11:32

C lunch

11:38

12:06

D lunch

12:11

12:36

2A
12:41

2:05 


	Level II students report to CAT Centers at 11:15 a.m.
 Level II CAT students report to home school


	HSA Biology
	Tuesday, May 17    B Day

1B
10:30

A lunch

10:30

10:58

B lunch

11:03

11:32

C lunch

11:38

12:06

D lunch

12:11

12:36

2B
12:41

2:05 


	AM Career Explorations report to CAT Centers at 1:15 a.m.
Level II CAT students report to home school.

PM Career Explorations report to CAT Centers after school at the regular time.

	HSA

Algebra
	Wednesday, May 18   A Day

3A

10:30

A lunch

10:30

10:58

B lunch

11:03

11:32

C lunch

11:38

12:06

D lunch

12:11

12:36

4A

12:41

2:05 


	Level II students report to CAT Centers at 11:15 a.m.
 PM Career Explorations report to CAT Centers after school at regular time.


	HSA 

Government


	Thursday, May 19     B Day             

3B

10:30

A lunch

10:30

10:58

B lunch

11:03

11:32

C lunch

11:38

12:06

D lunch

12:11

12:36

4B

12:41

2:05 


	Level II students report to CAT Centers at 11:15 am.

PM Fundamentals report to CAT centers after school at the regular time.

	
	Friday, May 20
	Written Exams – CAT Center SENIORS

	
	Tuesday, May 24
	SENIOR EXAMS 3A, 4A

	
	Wednesday, May 25
	SENIOR EXAMS  3B, 4B

	
	Thursday, May 26
	SENIOR EXAMS  1A, 2A

	
	Friday, May 27 Last day for Seniors
	SENIOR EXAMS 1B, 2B


Graduation Rehearsal

Students are expected to be at graduation practice from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., on Wednesday, June 1, 2011 and Thursday, June 2, 2011.  Both rehearsals will be held in the Old Mill High School gymnasium.  Attendance at BOTH rehearsals is mandatory for participation in the graduation ceremony.  ANY STUDENT MISSING THE SCHEDULED GRADUATION REHEARSALS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO GRADUATE ON STAGE.  As always, students are expected to be on their best behavior during rehearsal.  Inappropriate behavior may result in administrative action, including students being excluded from graduation ceremonies.  Tickets will be distributed during the last practice; tickets will be withheld if students have any obligations to the school, so please clear all obligations before May 31, 2011.

Valedictorian and Salutatorian 

In keeping with our commencement traditions at Old Mill High School, the principal will declare the valedictorian and salutatorian for the Class of 2011.  These honored students will speak at the graduation ceremony to be held at the Prince George's Equestrian Center on June 4, 2011 at 9:30 p.m. 

The valedictorian will be that member of the Class of 2011 who has the highest grade point average on the weighted system.  The salutatorian will be that person with the second highest grade point average on the weighted system.  All grades including final exam grades are included in the computation of grade point averages. 
Commencement
Participation: 

The commencement ceremony is intended to recognize those seniors who have completed all requirements for a Maryland High School Diploma.  Any senior who does not meet all requirements will not be permitted to take part in commencement. 

Parent Notification: 

To avoid disappointment to seniors and parents, the school staff has, since the end of first semester, reviewed report cards and transcripts and counseled with seniors at risk of not meeting all diploma requirements.  Parents and seniors have been notified personally and in writing about deficiencies that must be corrected by June 3rd.  In those instances where a senior's academic performance is uncertain until the last exams, the staff will notify those seniors and parents as quickly as possible when the final grades are known.  Conferences can be arranged by calling the school, 410-969-9010, between 7:30 a.m., and 3:00 p.m., on school days. 

Obligations: 

Seniors must arrange to clear all obligations with the school before the last day for seniors, May 27, 2011.  Textbooks, school materials, and media materials that have been loaned are to be returned.  Other obligations to the class, clubs, and teams must also be satisfied by May 31, 2011.  Seniors with outstanding obligations may not receive graduation tickets and transcripts will not be sent until all obligations are cleared.  To avoid delay and inconvenience, seniors are expected to be responsible for these obligations. 

Preparation for Graduation 

1. Graduates should be at the Equestrian Center no later than 8:30 a.m.  Graduates should park in Lot 4 and enter the Equestrian Center by way of the ramp on the right side of the building.  Please note if there is a Bowie Baysox Game that day, traffic on Route 3 can get very congested.
2. Graduates should report to the lower level of the Equestrian Center.  Graduates should go downstairs where teachers will help you, check roll and make sure that the lineup is in proper alphabetical order. 


3. 
Graduates should not be in the seating area after 8:30 a.m. 


4. 
Parents, relatives, and guests are not allowed in the lineup area before the graduation 

ceremony. 

Graduation Day 

On Saturday, June 4, 2011 please be at the Prince George's Equestrian Center by 8:30 a.m. Guests are advised to consider traffic conditions en route when planning departure time.  All guests should plan to be seated by 9: 00 a.m.  (Please allow 1 hour)
Prepare your gown according to the instructions provided so that you can look your best.  (Note: Jostens recommends that you do not wash your gown, do not dry clean your gown.  If an iron is used it should be used with a cool iron, hang it in a steamy bathroom, or press with a towel between the gown and the iron is hot.  The synthetic material that of which the gown is made, will burn!) 


1. 
Seniors are to be at the Prince George's Equestrian Center, with caps and gowns by 8:30 a.m. 


2. 
Do not chew gum! 


3. 
During the "Star Spangled Banner" all male graduates remove your cap - PLEASE  

4. As each graduate receives his/her diploma, a professional photographer will take pictures.  Seniors are under no obligation to purchase these pictures.  You will receive the proof and information on prices and packages for these pictures following graduation.  The photographer offers candid shots of graduates with parents or friends before and after the ceremony. 

5. Every senior will be given tickets at the Second graduation rehearsal and admission will be by ticket ONLY.  Please consider leaving small children at home, as even an infant/toddler will require a ticket for entrance.  Any extra tickets will be distributed after June 2nd.  Listen for announcements at rehearsals. 

6. Students should wear appropriate dress under their gowns.  Ladies should wear a white dress or white skirt and white blouse (the white gowns are very thin) that is no longer than the gown and white low heeled shoes and gentlemen should wear a dress shirt, dark tie, dark slacks and dress shoes. 
7. The graduation robe (males - blue, females - white) should look neat.  No decoration may be added to the cap and gown.  NO GRADUATE MAY CARRY ANYTHlNG.  Do not wear your cap and gown to the ceremony site.  Carry it on a hanger. 

8. The Mortar Board (cap) should be worn slightly towards the front of the head approximately one (1) inch above the eyebrow.  It is NEVER worn on the back of the head.  Ladies may use bobbi pins.
9. The tassel is worn on the RIGHT side of the head.  You will be moving the tassel to the LEFT along with your classmates later on during the ceremony. 

10.  
Students, DO NOT bring your purse, cell phone or I-Pod.
11. Graduation Day is YOUR last day as a senior at Old Mill High School. However, school will still be in session for the remainder of the student body. Please do NOT come back to visit while school is still in session.
12. Graduation Day is a significant and special day for the seniors and their families involved.  Please behave in a respectful and dignified manner.  Any inappropriate behavior BEFORE or DURING graduation ceremonies will not be tolerated and may result in a student's exclusion from graduation ceremonies.  THIS INCLUDES BEHAVIOR AT ALL REHEARSALS!!! 

Graduation Reminders 

1. Graduation is a formal occasion.  The commencement exercises are conducted in a serious and dignified manner.  You, the graduates, are being honored for your achievements.  Your pride is justified.  Your parents and guests will proudly await the moment when your name is called, when you cross the stage and when you receive your diploma.  You deserve respect.  Please also show respect for your fellow graduates, your guests, your parents, and your teachers.  Your teachers will be there to share your pride - they have invested four years in your education.  For your teachers and parents, commencement is the culmination of years of hard work and you are their crowning achievement. 

2. Graduation at Old Mill High School is a wonderful and truly significant occasion for all seniors. 

Behavior at the Equestrian Center on June 4, 2011 should reflect the pride of academic accomplishment. Inappropriate behavior, such as whistling or yelling out, will NOT be tolerated, and such behavior could lead to the graduate being removed from the ceremony. 

Changing of the Tassel 

After all graduating students have received their diplomas and have returned to their seats, the Senior Class President; Samantha Foggan will ask seniors to move their tassels from the right side to the left side.  This action is intended to give the graduate a feeling of personal significance and mark his/her official graduation. 

*** All students who plan to participate in graduation should already have ordered their caps and gowns.  If you have NOT done so, please see Ms. Helms. 
After the Ceremony 

After the ceremony, you will receive the diploma to place inside the diploma cover that you received on the stage.  Diplomas will be given out in the hall where the graduates lined up.  Exit the Equestrian Center and meet your guests after you receive your diploma. 

Requesting a Final Transcript

Reminder:   This can only be done through Naviance!
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Directions: 
Take I-95 (Washington Capital Beltway) to exit 11A, Pennsylvania Avenue South/East (Route 4).  Follow for seven miles to Upper Marlboro exit.  Turn right at the stop sign.  

From Baltimore Beltway (I-695) take Route 97 to Route 3.  Route 3 turns into Route 301.  Continue to exit at Route 4 North/West (toward Washington).  Take first exit (Upper Marlboro) to stop sign and take a left to the arena. 

Parking at the Arena:
*Free and ample parking onsite with 2,500 spaces, 3,000 additional spaces within walking distance.
*Accessible parking is located on the right side of the Arena.  If the event has parking attendants, please follow their directions.
*Ramps are available by the lobby doors on either side of the lobby. 
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